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VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE WAR. 


The report of the South Durham and North 
Yorkshire V.M.A., which we print this week, is of 
exceptional interest. It affords the first detailed 
account we have had of what is happening in the 

fession as a result of the war—of what is being 
done to fill the places of those members who have 
joined the Army, and of the difficulties, especially 
those of distances and fees, accompanying the 
undertaking. Much the same state of affairs pre- 
vails throughout the kingdom ; each member knows 
what is going on in his own neighbourhood ; and 
each may well ask himself, on reading what is 
being effected in South Durham and North York- 
shire, how far he individually is assisting in the 
present unprecedented situation. 

The situation is simply this—that every able 
bodied member, whether he joins the colours or 
not, is called upon to make some personal sacrifice 
to meet the altered veterinary requirements of the 
nation, If members generally respond to the 
Country's call after the same manner and in the 
same proportions as those of this remote north- 
country region, then the profession will have 
acquitted itself creditably; but there is one other 
point which requires emphasis. Many of the dis- 
tricts in South Durham and North Yorkshire are 
seantily supplied with veterinary surgeons; and 
many, also, suffer from a lack of travelling facilities. 
Taken as a whole, the area is one of the most diffi- 
cult in England for the working of any such scheme 
of veterinary co-operation as that now on foot. As 
so much vag de done there despite the local diffi- 
culties, even more ought to be accomplished in 
other parts of the kingdom where the facilities are 
greater 


Tue DraGnosis oF SarcopTic MANGER. 


At the last meeting of the Royal Counties V.M,A., 
Mr. Male spoke of the frequent difficulty of finding 
equine sarcoptes without scraping to the blood. This 
is a simple point, and easily comprehended by any- 
one knowing the life-history of the sarcopt. But 
its neglect in the past has caused more failures in 
the diagnosis of mange than any other factor. 
Such errors are less common now than in the days 
when few practitioners used the microscope to 
diagnose mange ; but there are still some who use 
it seldom, and these should note the point. Wo 
have now many experts in the microscopic diag- 
nosis of mange; and different methods of technique 
are in use among them. But all agree on the 
importance of deep scraping, so far as sarcoptic 


mange is concerned, 


Bovine PHARYNGITIS AND OMASITIS FROM 
THE INGESTION OF VERY HOT Foop. 


G. Lichtenstern, a district veterinary surgeon of 
Rotthalmiinster, records these observations. The 
following is a brief summary of (1) the clinical 
symptoms and course of the cases, (2) the post- 
mortem observations, and (3) the circumstances, 
and the author's conclusions. 

The symptoms of the first case are the most fully 
described, as being typical of all. The subject was 
a five-year-old cow, the largest and best in the cow- 
shed. The condition was good, so far as nourish- 
ment was concerned. The coat was rough and 
lustreless, and the eyes were sunken. The con- 
junctiva was pink, and the accessible lymphatic 
glands were unaltered. The external temperature 
was irregular ; the rectal temperature was 100-7° F. 
The pulse and respirations were slightly accelerated. 

The visible mucous membranes of the oral cavity 
were unaltered ; and foot-and-mouth disease could 
therefore be excluded from the diagnosis. Symp- 
toms of pharyngeal angina were shown, the mouth 
was open, at times the tongue hung out, and sali- 
vation was present. Fluid medicine given as a 
draught was immediately rejected. The cow alto- 
gether refused to eat, and drank only very little. 
Rumination and peristalsis were suppressed. The 
abdomen was drawn up, and was sunken on the 
right side. On the left side, the ramen was slightly 
tympanitic. Defscation was sluggish; the feces 
had the consistence of horse-dung, and were covered 
with a thick, sticky, semi-fluid yellow slime. 

Rectal examination revealed nothing abnormal 
in connection with the kidneys and bladder. 

The spirits were unaltered, and there was no 
disturbance of locomotion. The cow lay on both 
and there were no appearances 
of pain. 

he next day three other cows in the same shed 
became affected with similar symptoms. The fate 
of these four cases was that the first cow died on 
the third day of her illness, the second and third 
were slaughtered on the sixth and eighth days of 
illness respectively, and the fourth was bought by 
a dealer and taken to Munich. 

About two months later Lichtenstern saw an- 
other case of the same nature in a yearling ox. 
The symptoms were identical with those shown by 
the first cow, except that the pharyngeal angina 
was less marked. This animal was slaughtered 
on the fourth day of illness, 

A post-mortem examination was thus obtained 
in four of the five cases, and the lesions were fairly 
uniform in all. Most of the leaves of the omasum 
showed an extensive blue-black colouration which, 
at the peripheral portions, assumed more of a red- 
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dish tinge. (The normal colour of the omasal 
mucous membrane is yellowish and wax-like). In 
one case (the second cow) there was also a consider- 
able loss of mucous membrane at the root of the 
tongue, in the neighbouring pharyngeal region, 
and in a portion of the esophagus. Other organs, 
the intestines in particular, showed nothing ab- 
normal. It was noteworthy that, despite the dura- 
tion of illness, the body fat showed no diminution 
of importance. This is of moment in connection 
with differential diagnosis, as in all lengthy diseases 
arising from infections loss of fat appears. 

Bacteriological examinations were carried out, 
with negative results. 

Lichtenstern attributes all the cases to feeding 
with too hot food. The first four cows had been 
fed with a mixture of hay and sliced turnips or 
potatoes, scalded with boiling water. The four 
cows had been standing in a row side by side, and 
the food had been placed in the manger of the first 
cow affected, and from thence passed on into the 
next mangers. It was noted that in the second, 
third, and fourth cows the symptoms—especially the 
pharyngeal ones—were progressively less marked 
as the animals stood further away from the first 
cow, with a corresponding lengthening in the dura- 
tion of the illnesses. The day before the first case, 
there was reason to suspect that the food had beon 
pe hurriedly, without attention to cooling it. 
n the fifth case, there was a history of feeding 
with scalded and still very hot potatoes. Lichten- 
stern diagnosed this last case during life from the 
following symptoms :—(1) Absence of fever, (2) In- 
ability to swallow, (3) Rejection of draughts, (4) 
Symptoms of angina, combined with apparent 
shat paralysis, (5) Suppression of rumination 
and peristalsis, and constipation. 

Lichtenstern briefly discusses the question of 
whether it is possible for cattle to swallow excess- 
ively hot food. In support of the possibility, he 
points out that the horny epithelium of the bovine 
mouth is very insensitive, that it may become more 
so from long use of warm food, and that masses of 
food may undergo partial external cooling, and be 
swallowed while still very hot internally. Further, 
there is the fact that oxen can swallow masses of 
food very rapidly without any chewing—and, the 
oral epithelium being so horny, they may swallow 
hot food without knowing it to be hot. hen the 
food reaches the cesophagus, peristalsis drives it 
onwards; and in the case of fluid foods, it then 
reaches the omasum. As the omasum deprives 
the food of water, its action in the cases under 
consideration is to press out the still boiling water, 
thus bringing the mucous membrane of the omasal 
leaves into direct contact with the hot water. 

Lichtenstern has only found one similar affection 
—described by Bruckmaller—in veterinary litera- 
ture. He therefore records these cases with the 
idea that some other practitioners who have seen 
such may report them.—(Miinch. Tier. Woch.) 


Premature TRANSIENT Lapour Pains. 
Heiserer, of Greifenberg, briefly notes the obser- 


iu two cows far advanced in pregnancy. The two 
cases were very similar. In one the labour pains 
appeared five days, and in the other ten days, be- 
fore parturition, In both cases the pains lasted 
twenty-four hours. 

Examination revealed nothing abnormal, so in 
neither case was any treatment adopted. Both 
cows went on to an easy parturition.—(Miinch. 
Tier. Woch.) 


LEFT-SIDED PREGNANCY IN Cows. 


G. Giovanoli describes (Schweizer Archiv.) this 
condition. In rare cases in the cow the calf is felt 
and its movements demonstrated, not in the right 
flank, but in the left one. In three such cases of 
left-sided pregnancy normal calves were born. In 
a fourth case a calf bent from right to left, which 
could only stand upright with difficulty, was born. 
The muscles of the right thigh showed a trough- 
like depression, and those of the left thigh a convex 
bulging. - These abnormalities had disappeared 
after three months. In a fifth case all the calf's 
limbs were bent from right to left; and this mal- 
formation also disappeared after a comparatively 
short time._—(Miinch. Tier. Woch.). 


IntTRA-CRANIAL TuMOUR. 


Lechle, a district veterinary surgeon of Aub, 
records the following case of a very fat horse, two 
years old. The animal had fallen down suddenly 
in the stable, and had lain on the ground struggling, 
but had afterwards managed to rise again without 
any assistance. Lechle was called; and, findin 
that the animal had severely contused his head 
while struggling, he prescribed ice applications to 
the head. After a few days, the horse began to 
persistently stretch his head obliquely to the left; 
while the right eye showed a completely fixed as- 
pect, and the eyeball protruded considerably. 

The appetite was consistently very good. The 
horse was kept in slings, and was very difficult to 
move backwards. On one occasion, when Lechle, 
with the aid of numerous men, had him led out of 
the stall, he first dashed forwards, then fell, rolled 
over sideways from three to six times, and could 
only be brought to his feet and back into the stall 
after long efforts. Evidently some severe affection 
of the brain was present ; and, as no improvement 
appeared, the horse was slaughtered. 

ost-mortem examination revealed a very vas- 
cular tumour about the size of a small cherry, 
growing from the base of the cranium.— (Munch. 
Tier. Woch.) 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


(Nationa, V.M.A.—NorTHERN BRANCH). 


A special meeting was held in the Imperial Hotel 
peri on Saturday, January 30th. e President, 
Mr. J. M. Walker, West Hartlepool, occupied the chair. 
There were also nt: Messrs. W. H. Blackburn, 
South Hetton; A. C. Forbes, Bishop Auckland; T. 
Wilkinson, Lanchester ; R. Barker, Stockton-on-Tees ; 
C. G. Hill, F. H. Sanderson, and J. H. Taylor, Dar- 


vation of the premature appearance of labour pains 


lington. Mr. K. J. Urquhart, Whitby, was present asa 
visitor, 
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The PRESIDENT, in opening the meeting, stated that 
the meeting had been called in accordance with a re- 

uest contained in a circular letter received from the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He had hoped 
that some member of the Army Veterinary Corps would 
have been present, so that they might hear what he had 
to say on the subject. He understood that there was 
some correspondence which he would ask the Secretary 


to read. 

The SECRETARY stated that he received the circular 
letters from the R.C.V.S. on Tuesday morning, and at 
once telephoned to Mr. Walker, and on his suggestion 
arraD the meeting for that day, as the matter ap- 

to be urgent. Notices to attend the meeting 
were sent to practically a A veterinary surgeon in the 
County of Durham and the North Riding of Yorkshire 
whom he thought would attend if they received notice 
to do so. 

Messrs. G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; E. R. Gibson, 
Seaham Harbour; and M. Clar son, Satron ; wrote, 

ing their inability to be present. 

Mir. Haypon Leccett, Middlesbro’, wrote that he 
was at present taking charge of the practice of a brother 
veterinary surgeon who had joined the A.V.C., and that 
he would attend the meeting if possible. 

Mr. P. Swarr, Bishop Auckland, wired that he was 
unable to attend meeting, he would do what he could, 
and was already assisting two veterinary surgeons. 

Mrs. Riper, Beamish, wrote that her husband was 
still away in Canada, purchasing horses for the army, 
and that Mr. Foreman, of Leadgate, was taking charge 
of Mr. Rider’s practice. 

The PRESIDENT said that personally he would like to 
volunteer, but in his case he was unable to get a locum 
tenens. In addition, he was poe horses for the 
army two or three days a week, and often he had been 
so engaged for six days. He thought that in this way 
he was assisting the War Office to the best of his ability. 
He assured the members that after his terrible experience 
during the recent bombardment of West Hartlepool, he 
would sooner be at the front than undergo a similar 
experience. All of them could not go, and where a man 
was taking charge of a friend’s practice, either alone, or 
jointly with another member, so that he might join the 
A.V.C., in his opinion those men were doing their duty. 

Mr. K. J. Urquwart said that he had volunteered 
and been accepted some time ago, before the appeal to 

ession was issued by the R.C.V.S. He had tried 
his best to get a Jocum, but had failed to do so, so was 
leaving his practice to take care of itself. The nearest 
practitioner to him was twenty-one miles away, and it 
would, therefore, be easily seen that in his case it was 
not an easy matter to ebiain help from his neighbours. 
There were three veterinary surgeons each about the 
same distance from him, and — they might assist 
him if asked to do so. He had a duty to his clients, 
and he had a few who he would not like to leave with- 
out the opportunity of obtaining advice if they required 
it. His wife would be at Whitby during his absence, 
and she would arrange with the one nearest the case to 
visit it. He saw a difficulty about the charge for at- 


tendance ; for ce ape there was a case in the town 


for which he usually charged 2/6 per visit, he thought 
his client would object to 21/- being charged if one of 
his brother veterinary surgeons attended. 

Many present having spoken on the subject, it was 
generally that at an exceptional time like the 
present all had to sacrifice something, and that when a 
veterinary og attended a case similar to that 
mentioned by Mr. Urquhart, the owner of the animal 
must pay the usual fee of the man who attended from 
a distance. 


It was further agreed that the write to 
Mesars. G. B. Holden, Scarborough ; A. K. Brittain, 


Guisbo and Mr. G. Blench, Pickering ; asking for 
their kind help on behalf of Mr. Urquhart, and that if 
they would communicate with Mrs. Urquhart their 
willingness to help, she would arrange the journeys for 
them so as to cause the least possible inconvenience. 

Mr. Witkrnson said that in additiou to his own 
practice he was attending to Mr. Peele’s clients, on the 
north-west side of Durham. Messages for these were 
sent to Durham and then sent on to him, but in the 
- of colliery animals messages were sent direct to 

im. 

Mr. Fores said that he was also taking charge of a 
neighbouring practitioner’s work during his absence at 
the front. 

Others present having stated what they were doing, 
or were prepared to do in the matter, it transpired that 
so far as this district was concerned the position was 
as follows :—One of our members, Mr. H. Peele, of 
Durham, was serving in the A.V.C. ; another, Mr. J. W. 
Rider, of Beamish, was in Canada, purchasing horses 
for the army ; three other practitioners, not members of 
the association, were serving in the A.V.C.; some of 
our members were working alone, or jointly with neigh- 
bouring ractitioners, to carry on tices during their 
owners absence, ard that generally s ing, with one 
or two exceptions, all were doing what they possibly 
could to help the War Office. 

The Secretary said he would like to have the opinion 
of members respecting the holding of the quarterly 
meetings of the association. 

The annual meeting was pause until the Decem- 
ber meeting, and when this was held only four members 
attended, and on account of a quorum not being present, 
the meeting could not be held. This he knew was 
unavoidable as so many had extra duties to perform. 

It was unanimously agreed that the matter be left in 
the hands of the President and Secretary, who were to 
call a meeting of the association when they thought it 
necessary to do so. 


J. H. Taytor, Hen. Sec. and Treas. 


THE AMENDMENT BILL.—R.C.VS. 


An urgent appeal to the Government to take up the 
Bill of the Royal Coilege of Veterinary Surgeons was 
made in the House of Commons on Wednesday by 
Mr. Sanderson, who urged that the Bill came under the 
definition of being an exceptional measure. 

“The Bill has been introduced two or three times by 
private members,” said Mr. Sanderson, “has been read 
a first time twice, and has been reported on by a Depart- 
mental Committee. The reason I draw the attention 
of the Prime Minister to the matter is that I think a 
communication has already been addressed to him last 
month to ask him whether he could not take it up asa 
Government measure. 

“Shortly, the reasons are these: The Royal Col 
is really carrying out a national service. It cannot do 
it under the present circumstances without more money 
and it desires to raise more money. It is not asking 
the nation to give it more money, but asks for power to 
alter its constitution so that it can raise more money 
from its members. It is at present to a certain extent 
living on its capital, and unless it gets more income it 
cannot really carry out the duties which have been 
im upon it by its Charters and by the various Acts 
of Parliament which affect it. F 

“The War Office has approached the College with a 
view to providing more veterinary surgeons, not only in 
this country but also abroad, and they cannot be pro- 
vided in sufficient numbers at the present time, and the 
result is that in future the duties and obligations which 
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will be cast upon the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons will be Sher Eg No have been in the past, 
and their difficulties will be increased. 

“T only want to call attention to the fact that this 
Bill has lon approved by the Privy Council. It was 
read a first time in 1911, again a first time in 1912, and 
was presented in 1913.” , 

Mr. Sanderson said that under the circumstances 
they could not get it read a second time, and quoted 
from the mental Committee’s report, in which 
the Committee u that the ye were hampered 

the lack of funds and that their efforts were worthy 
every encouragement. 

“I would appeal to the Prime Minister,” he con- 
tinued, “whether there is any possibility of his seein 
his way to pay attention to the representation whic 
has been made to him by the Council of this very im- 
portant body, which is coorying on what is really a 
national work and which under the circumstances 
created by the war, it will be still more difficult to 
“7 on in the future than in the past. 

“T would ask whether he cannot make this a Govern- 
ment measure, because, unless that is done, it has no 
chance whatever of relieving the necessities of this 
national institution. I would ask the Prime Minister, 
if he cannot answer now, to give the question his 
consideration.” 


Morphological Types of Tubercle Bacilli. 


Dr. Horace WILSON, M.D., writing in The Lancet of 
Nov. 21, 1914, says :— 

During the examination of samples of sputa from 
cases of varying type there is marked difference in the 

ces shown by the acid-fast bacilli, though the 
greatest care has been taken to render the processes as 
identical as possible. In one case the bacilli are short, 
plump, and taking a uniform stain, with a noticeable 
absence of the clear s so frequently seen and which 
were once consid spores ; in another specimen the 
bacilli are longer and thinner, the clear spaces numerous 
and well marked, the stain less deeply taken, and, ex- 
cepting the acid-resisting properties commen to the 
two, quite distinguishable from the first type. Again, 
we frequently meet with cases midwa Saas the 
two. Spengler at one time attributed these differences 
to the human or bovine origin and considered the stain- 
ing of the waxy envelope responsible for the difference 
in appearance of the stains of bacillus, but this explana- 
tion is not accepted zy other authorittes, nor is it sub- 
stantiated by more recent investigation, for the report 
of the recent Royal Commission on Tuberculosis con- 
cludes that the microscopical appearances alone are 
insufficient to differentiate between the different types 
of bacillus. Muir and Ritchie, in their “ Manual of 
Bacteriology,” on this point hold the view that there are 
the two different strains of organisms which on cultiva- 
tion resemble in appearance the two t; as described 
by Spengler and mentioned above, which vary in viru- 
lence and cultural characteristics. On the ether hand 
is the view that the beaded type is a degenerate strain 
of that which stains homogeneously, and this view also 
finds able supporters. 

At the International Congress in Brussels in 1910 
the ee results of experiment were recorded by 
Maher, of New Haven (Connecticut): “New growths 
of any strain—avian, human, or bovine—are consist- 
acid-fast stain are of uniform 
when grown on glycerine broth, glycerine , or gly- 
cerine potato broth. Old oh on pe aide broth 
grow long and filamentous, ed and granular, say at 
six mon and partly lose their resistance to acids.” 
In the same connection Muir and Ritchie state: “We 
can only say that the younger bacilli stain uniformly 


and that in older forms inequality in igprersy andy 


with. This latter condition is, however, not found to 


be associated with greater powers of resistance.” These 
observers, however, uphold the optical differences men- 
tioned above as characteristic of the human and bovine 
bacilli respectively, but add that intermediate forms are 
met with, and that “in view of these facts it is probable 
that bovine bacilli will undergo corresponding modifica- 
tions in tissues of the human subject. 

Whether these differences in appearance are due to 
the fact that the one form is bovine, the other human 
(8 er), or that they are respectively the pours or 
old type of bacillus of either strain (Maher), which view 
is also favoured by myself, the difference a distinct 
bearing on the prognosis of the case, and in examining 
sputum from a tuberculous case it is insufficient to 

etect the mere presence or absence of bacilli, but their 
morphological characteristics should be noted as to size, 
vacuolation, and acid-resisting properties. Variations 
in aepeennes of the bacilli coincide as a rule with the 
virulence of the attacking force, acuter and more florid 
eases harbouring bacilli corresponding to the yo 
growths and the more chronic cases with fibrosis and 
old cavities being the hosts of the moniliform type. 
Either type (whether looked on as “old and young” or 
“human and bovine”) may be conveyed to the lung by 
inhalation and may be the starting point of infection, 
and we may take as —— axiom the “younger 
the type the more virulent the case. 

If certain cases are watched over a long period and 

e sputum systematically examined the type of bacillus 
is found steadily to approximate the vacuolated t 
and two explanations may be s ted for this. 
one explanation is that the bacillus is originally of 
bovine strain, but under the influence of environment 
it is gradually adapting itself to human surroundings 
and at the same time decreasing in virulence ; or, 
secondly, that the original strain, whatever its origin, 
is losing ground inst strong resistance, which view 
Dag in ce with present opinions cited 
above. 

This leads to another aspect of the question—namely, 
whether the changes are due primarily to bacillary 
alteration or to varying resistance in the tissues of the 
individual infected, the resistance being either acquired 
or inherited, or to both. A consideration of this aspect 

ives us four possibilities: (1) a virulent strain of 

cillus with poor resistance ; (2) a virulent strain with 
good resistance ; (3) a feeble strain of bacillus with poor 
resistance; (4) a feeble strain of bacillus with good 
resistance. 

Whereas (1) leads to an acute rapid case of “ gallop- 
ing consumption” the course of (4) may probably lead 
toa permanent arrest before much damage is done to 
the tissues ; (2) may lead to degeneration of the tissues 
and ultimate chronicity, a dangerous type of case from 
the preventive point of view, and (3) to a slowly smould- 
ering progressive case, probably non-febrile but never- 
theless going steadily downhill. 

It follows that a knowledge of one’s a and 
careful inspection of the characters of the bacillus may 
be of considerable assistance in prognosing the course 
of a case, and as a result evidence as to the best method 
of treatment to advise the patient to pnrsue. Resist- 
ance is the predominant factor in inne Stee 
and all efforts should be aimed at the production 
high resisting power, as this is the factor under our 
control. Given good resistance, fortified by suitable 
treatment, and the bacillus will be found to deteriorate 
as stated above, ,while nature erects barriers of con- 
nective tissue to the progressive course of the disease, 
gains time for antibody formation which still further 
causes degeneration of bacilli, and by contraction of 
fibrous tissues lessens cavities and controls blood supply, 
although in rapidly fatal cases the end has arrived 
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before the defensive mechanism has accomplished its 


What is the ultimate fate of the degenerate bacilli in 
cases which successfully progress to chronicity? There 
js no doubt they ultimately disintegrate and that the 

ions retaining the stain have a dormant existence, 
and either under the synonyms of Much’s granules or 
Spongler’s “splitter” forms can recover vitality under 
suitable conditions of soil and temperature and become 
responsible for many cases of relapse or infection. 
These granular forms should be specially stained for 
either by Much’s modified method or by Spengler’s 
“pikrin” method. Should they be present they are of 
great importance as pons the patient a carrier of 
uberculosis, and a public danger. From the prognostict 
point of view they are of good omen as showing high 

In conclusion, I wish to point out that the micro- 
scopical type of bacillus considered periodically in con- 
junction with the general and | condition of the 
patient is of great assistance in prognosis, and also that 
the sputum of cases of chronic tuberculosis, asthma, 
iectasis, and bronchitis should be specially ex- 
amined for sporadic forms of bacilli, which, with a little 
extra care, may be recognised by appropriate staining 
methods and which are a source of great danger to the 

blic health and a frequently unrecogn focus of 
fresh infection. 


Compulsory Sheep Dipping. 


At the recent meeting of the Ventral Chamber of 
Agriculture, the following report from the Cattle Dis- 
eases Committee was presented by Prof. J. Penberthy, 
the chairman of the Committee. 


Sueep Scan. 


1. Your committee consider that, in view of the few 
outbreaks of scab in the country, the moment is oppor- 
tune for taking some special procedure aiming at its 
total extermination. 

2. Your committee have received a report from the 
National Sheep Breeders’ Association on this subject, 
and desire to express their concurrence in the following 
recommendations put forward by that Association :— 
(a) That compulsory dipping be continued. (4) That 
power be given to the inspector of the Board of Agrl- 
culture for each district to muster and examine sheep 
on any farm or land if he has any reason to suspect that 

are suffering from sheep scab. (c) That when 
sheep scab is found to exist on any farm or land the 
fact shall be published, at the expense of the owner, in 
the pri ial eamapapece circulating in that district. 
(d) That it shall be the duty of each owner of sheep 
who suspects sheep scab in his flock to give immediate 
notice to the nearest police station. (e) That on infec- 
tion being confirmed the owner be served with notice to 
clean the infected sheep within three months. If he 
fails to comply with ~_ a rg! penalty should be im- 
posed—say, 10s. per head. hat in the event of the 
owner not taking reasonable steps to clean infected 
sheep the Board of Agriculture inspector to have power 
to carry out, at the expense of the owner, the necessary 
dipping, etc., to clean the sheep, after giving the owner 
I days’ notice of his intention todo so. (g) That 
all infected ne should be branded with a broad arrow 
on the wool of the back, the brand to be four inches in 
length and kept legible. (4) That an owner not giving 
notice of the suspected presence of sheep 
scab, as required by ph (d) of this report, be 
heavily fi the minimum fine to be £5, or 1s. per 
head should the number of the flock exceed 100. (2) That 
no sheep be allewed to be removed from any farm or 
land whereon sheep scab has existed unti 


until the farm or 


land has been proclaimed free, by public notice in the 
local rs, from the disease for a period of at least 
one month. (j) That the cost of publication of official 
notices mentioned in paragraphs f) and (7) be paid by 
the owner of the sheep referred to in the notice. 

Prof. Penberthy, in aoe the adoption of the 
said paragraph 2 expressed the concurrence of the Cattle 
Diseases Committee in the representations of the 
National Sheep Breeders’ Association on this subject, 
and he should like the Council to consider each para- 
graph rather than ask them to the report without 
consideration. It was felt by the Committee that the 
few people who had allowed sheep scab to exist amon 
their flocks at the present moment should be threate 
with strong penalties for neglecting their duty. The 
Council would find, if they studied the report, that there 
were obligations placed upon sheep owners—and he 
might say, suggested by sheep owners—which had not 

n placed upon sheep owners previously. 

The first sub-section, or paragraph (a), was that com- 
pulsory sheep-dipping should be continued. This was, 
of course, open to explanation. Dipping was still in 
process, and the local authorities still retained their 
power ; but what the Committee had in mind was that 
the whole of the Di ing Orders which were in opera- 
tion before the war broke out should, if ible, be 
adopted now at the present crisis, with the view of 
med, was intended to give the 

‘a p , he presu was inten to give 
authorities a quicker power of action, so that the in- 
spector might immediately act without going through 
any further legal process. 

ay c) embodied quite a new idea. It was 
that when sheep scab was found to exist on any farm or 
land the fact should be published, at the expense of the 
owner, in the principal newspapers circulating in the 
district. That, of course, was a matter for sheep owners 
to consider ; but he hoped the Council would bear in 
mind that the Committee believed that it was only a 
reaps gers nf few sheep owners who would be affected 
by the obligations which were laid down in these sug- 
gestions. Some of them might be perfectly innocent, 
and some of them might have been obscuring the disease 
or been rather negligent ; but when something great 
had to be done there must always be some sacrifice 
suffered by some persons in the community. He thought 
that this would be placing heavier and peculiar obliga- 
tions on sheep owners while they were helping to bring 
about the desired result for which they all wished— 
namely, the extermination of sheep scab from the 
country. 

Mr. A. Amos (Canterbury Farmers’ Club) seconded. 
He thought it was an excellent ip og He should 
like to see added in paragraph (4) that the inspectors 
should be accompanied by the veterinary surgeons of 
the local authorities. e thought that they would 
have more confidence in them than simply in the 
inspectors of the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. G. G. Rea (Berwick Farmers’ Association) said, 
three months seemed a long while to allow the disease 
to hang on. He thought that two dippings, with ten 
days between the two, would cure the disease. He 
should like to move that the time mentioned in para- 

ph © be reduced from three months to one month. 
Fie did not think that sucha long period as fourteen 
days ought to be allowed for the sheep to travel about 
the ground before the disease was cured. He should 
like to suggest that paragraph (/) should read in such a 
way that the Board of Agriculture inspector should have 
the power to carry out the necessary dipping at the 
eae of the owner forthwith, and that the words 
“after giving the owner fourteen days’ notice of his 
intention to do so” be deleted. ‘ 

Prof. Penberthy said the report was a mere expression 
of the concurrence of the Committee in the report of 
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the National Breeders’ Association. It did not 
suggest that the Council should not go further, but it 
was for this meeting to say that they adopt paragraph 2 
or net. They could not alter paragraph 2, or any other 
ph, it being in the report of another body. 

mo y Mr. 1. Lhomson ropshire), that 
2, with all its He did 
not see why they should be asked in this Council to 


swallow all the recommendations of another body. He 
thought that it was quite competent for their Committee 
to revise the report and bring in a report of their own. 
Mr. Darlington seconded, and the amendment was 


Ether in Surgical Therapeusis. 


Mr. Herpert WATERHOUSE, F.R.C.S., su n, and 
lecturer on surgery, Charing Cross Hospital; senior 
surgeon, Victoria Hospital for Children, contributes a 
long article to The Brit : Med: Jour :, in which he says 
that for five years — to March, 1914, he had fre- 
quently employed ether as an antiseptic with a continu- 

ly increasing confidence in its potency, particularly in 
the treatment of grossly infected wounds. - 

The antiseptics already included in the armament- 
arium of the veterinary surgeon are neither few nor in- 
effective, whilst wounds in the larger herbivora as a 
rule respond to simple treatment. But with the smaller 
domesticated animals the case is often different, and an 
antiseptic possessing the qualities here given may some- 
times prove a valuable acquisition. 

Among others, the following are cases in which Mr. 
Waterhouse has used ether successfully :— 

“In all psoas and other tuberculous abscesses in 
which, after incision and flushing with normal saline 
solution, ether (an ounce and a half was the maximum 
employed) was introduced into the abscess cavity and 
the incision sewn up without drainage. 

“A the result of appendicitis in which, after 
incision of the abscess, the margins of the wound were 
held open with retractors, and an ounce of ether was 
allowed to boil away in the abscess cavity. 

“Compound fractures. In these cases the wound in 
the soft parts, the fractured ends of the bones and the 
torn medulla were freely washed with ether. In two of 
such cases the fracture was plated, with excellent result. 

“Tuberculous glands. Ether—three or four drops— 


was injected by means of a h ermic syringe into 
e gland that was palpably enlarged. 

Ms rculous synovitis of joints, especially the knee, 
wrist, elbow and ankle. In all these cases Bier’s passive 
conjection was also employed. Here the best results 
were obtained in examples of tuberculous hydrops, first 
described by my old teacher, Prof. Konig. 

“Septic wounds of the soft parts, in which ether 
surpasses, in my opinion, all other antiseptics. 

Sinuses, which were filled with ether. 

“Cases of pyogenic osteomyelitis in which, after a 
gutter has been cut in the bone and all the infected 
medulla removed, the cavity was filled with ether, the 
incision in the soft parts being usually left unsutured. 

“Tn cases in which an incision had to be made through 
skin in a Loge in which asepsis is difficult to maintain— 
for example, in axilla or scrotum, or when the patient 
was very stout—I have washed the entire wound with 
ether prior to closing it. 

“Tn all the above instances, and in many others, I 
have been satisfied that ether was the best application 
at present known to me. In many cases the results ob- 
tained from ether su my expectations, and in no 
single case, so far as I am aware, was it the cause of any 
harm to the patient.” 


The author refers to a report (B. AM. J., Mar. 14, 1914) 
of a “desperate case of generalized peritonitis ” succegs- 
fully treated with ether, by Lucien Jeanneret, in which 
there is reference to the work of Morestin, who had 
“systematically used ether in peritoneal infections” 
since 1901. He continues, “Since studying the reports 
of the above-mentioned surgeons I have not hesitated 
to introduce 3 oz. of ether into the peritoneal cavity, to 
close the wound and, in cases in which I have employed 
a drainage tube, to ecclude its distal end for three to 
four hours, so as to permit the ether to be entirely ab. 
sorbed one to the establishment of drainage. The 
results I have obtained from the use of ether introduced 
into the peritoneal cavity have couvinced me that it is 
by far the best antiseptic agent at our disposal at the 
present time for the peritoneal cavity.” 

Particulars of cases are given, one outcome of which 
is the conclusion that 3 oz. is the maximum dose that 
can be safely left in the peritoneal i the adult, 
On the question of dosage it is stated that 4} oz. in the 
case of achild of two; and 1oz. in cases of children 
of five and nine sufficed to bring about uneventful 
recovery. 

The author gives a caution on “ The fallacy of esti- 
mating the gravity of the infection by the naked-eye 
character of the pus. There are two varieties of pus: 
(1) Defensive, which may be thick and milky and yet 
be found to consist almost entirely of polymorphonu- 
clear leucocytes whose function is entirely protective, 
and to be free frem micro-organism ; and (a) offensive 
pus, which may be thin and barely seropurulent and 
yet contain virulent microbes. I have noticed the latter 
chiefly in streptococcal infections. I have no hesitation 
in stating that without a bacteriological examination 
the surgeon cannot correctly determine by eye alone the 
nature of the though I admit that he may often 
recognize baci/lus coli infections with his nose ! 

On the question of the part that ether plays in the 
matter, the author says, “1 frankly confess that I can 
give no adequate reply to this question. If I[ have to 
state my opinion, it would be that the action of ether 
in such conditions is a complicated one, in which factors 


of importance are (a) its antiseptic power, not only in 
killing many microbes, but also in inhibiting the growth 
of such as escape death ; (4) its tonic action on the cir- 
culatory and nervous systems, which I believe steadies 
and strengthens these vital systems when suffering from 
toxin absorption ; and (¢) its influence in stimulating in 
some unknown way the defensive powers of the tissues. 
I admit that the above explanation may sound un- 
scientific and that it is at best a partial one, but it is all 


that I can at present suggest.” 


Injection into joints in Acute Arthritis presumably the 
result of metastatic pyogenic infection. 

On this portion of his subject Mr. Waterhouse says:— 
“T desire to make it clear that the introduction of ether 
into infected joint cavities is the sole innovation to 
which I lay claim, and in all other matters of treatment 
I have followed the teaching of that es oy and 
teacher, Dr. John B. of Chicago, 
F.R.C.S., because, without the ——. I had acqui 
from Dr. Murphy’s lecture in his Swrgical Clinics, 
(August, 1912), am convinced that my method of in- 
jection of ether into the articular cavities in acute 
arthritis would have proved a failure, In this lecture 
Dr. Murphy sums up the treatment of acute pyogenic 
arthritis tersely, thus: ‘Aspiration, no drain, Buck's 
extension.’ To this advice I would add, ‘Inject ether.’ 
Dr. Naaehy states that ‘an infected joint is destroyed 
primarily through the accumulation and pressure of the 
products of infection held under tension in the joint a8 
well as by the virulence of the infecting ssleco- coe 
He adds, ‘Relieve the tension, and Nature does the rest) 
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M injocte into the affected joint 10 or 15c.cm. of 
solution of formalin in glycerine. He d 
cates the employment of drainage of the joint as tending 
to lead to ankylosis, and emphasises the value of effi- 
cient extension in overcoming the second element in 
producing apnprte—comey, ‘the involuntary muscular 
contraction.’ In the Surgical Clinics, 1913, he states : 
‘Remember every case of acute arthritis is a metastatic 
infection.’ 
“Tn metastatic joint infections the microbes are con- 
to the synovial membrane by the blood stream. 
They set up an inflammation in its substance, not on its 
surface, at the beginning. The pus that is found in the 
joint on early aspiration is in 90 per cent. of such casses 
defensive, not offensive, that is, it is sterile. By the 
time that the microbes have found their way into the 
joint cavity the case is, to say the least, a late one for 
preventive treatment. I wish to draw special atten- 
tien to this point as I have so frequently found in cases 
of pyogenic arthritis the tpractitioner has been misled 
by a negative bacteriological report of the joint exudate, 
and thus valuable time has n lost owing to the 
t to institute early treatment. Case v is an ex- 
nt example of this difficulty because, on the first 
day of the arthritis, an excellent practitioner, after 
irating the joint and learning that the fluid it con- 
tained was sterile, considered the case rheumatic, whereas 
two days later the joint was distended with pus which 


swarmed with staphylococci. Two drachms of ether— 


the maximum dose employed—caused marked disten- 
sion of the knee-joint cavity, and this amount should 
not, in my opinion, be exceeded.” 


Application to grossly infected Wounds, with special 
pe reference to Gunshot Injuries. 

The author here says : “ During the past four months 
I have, in three hospitals, had charge of a large number 
of wounded soldiers. As almost every wound was 
septic, and often grossly septic, by the time the patient 
arrived in hospital I have had ample opportunity of 
studying the results of such injuries and the compara- 
tive value of the various antiseptics in their treatment. 
I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that ether 
has proved more satisfactory as an application than any 
other antiseptic. 

“In the treatment of gunshot oy fractures, 
the practice adopted has been to enlarge, whenever 
necessary, the often small wound in the skin and soft 
a down te the seat of fracture. The open wound 

then been daily filled with ether, which has been 
allowed toevaporate. The results in all cases have been 
excellent. One merit of ether in the treatment of in- 
fected wounds deserves mention, namely, its action in 
dissolving fat, shared, to my knowledge, by no other 


antiseptic agent.” 
Iodine and Wounds. 

Tn his concluding sentences, Mr. Waterhouse says : 
“T desire to take this an p pny to refer to the ‘iodine 
treatment of wounds.’ I do so for the reason that I be- 
lieve the paper on ‘Sterilization of the Skin by the use 
of an alcoholic solution of iodine,’ by my colleague Mr. 
W. 8. Fenwick and myself, was largely responsible for 
the now almost universal employment of this method. 
I beg to state emphatically that I have never recom- 

ded this use of iodine. I consider it painful, in- 
efficient, and deserving of condemnation, and my ex- 
perience has been that many of the most septic wounds 
that have come under my care have been those which 
had been painted with iodine. 


THE ACTION oF ErHEr ON CERTAIN Micro-ORGANISMS. 
By W. W. C. Toptey, Bacteriologist to 
Charing Cross Hospital. 

These experiments are coro to the work of Mr. 
Waterhouse given in the “They were 
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undertaken in order, if possible, to obtain some inform- 
ation as to the manner in which this substance acts. 


“Tne BactrericrpaL Action or Vapour. 

Bearing in mind that the body tem ure is 2° C. 
above the boiling point of ether, and that the area 
to be dealt with in such a condition as an infected peri- 
is large, it clear that |the of the 
ether vapour must play a large part in any results pro- 
duced. An attempt was therefore made to determine 
the bactericidal action of ether in this state. 

The method adopted was to bury a sterile 2 c.cm. 
ampoule in the lower part of an agar slope, so that the 
mouth projected above the medium. An even surface 
growth was obtained, the ampoule was then three- 
quarters filled with ether by means of a capil 
pipette, and the month of the culture tube cl 
with a well-fitting rubber cork. Incubation was carried 
out at 37° C., and sub-cultures were made at intervals. 
The organisms were thus subjected to the action of 
saturated ether vapour at body temperature. 

The organisms examined were as follows :— 

B. coli, 11 specimens. 
Staphylococcus albus, 11 specimens. 
Staphylococcus aureus, 7 specimens. 
Streptococci, 9 specimens. 
Pnewmococcus, 3 specimens. 

B. Pyocyaneus, 7 specimens. 

The results obtained show that ether vapour exerts a 
definite bactericidai action on all these onpaions. The 
interval after which subcultures remained sterile varied 
from one to forty-eight hours. The B. Pyocyaneus. the 
Pneumococcus, the B. coli, and the Streptococcus ap- 
peared to be the most easily killed, since three hours’ 
exposure sufficed to kill every specimen of the two former 
organisms, 8 of the eleven specimens of B. coli, and 6 of 
the 9 specimens of Streptococci. The Staphylococci 
would appear to be more resistant ; many specimens 
survived five hours’ exposure, and 3 survived twenty- 
four hours. It is impossible to exclude the possibility 
that this difference in resistance may depend on a differ- 
ence in the nature of the growth on agar rather than on 
difference between the actual 

urther experiments are recorded on the Bacterial 
action of liquid ether: the types of effusion produced 
by (a) peritoneal, and (J) intra articular injections of 
ether: the effects of ether injections on experimental 
infections (a) peritoneal, and (4) joint infections. 

In discussing results the author points out that 
“experiments made in vitro show that ether and its 
vapour have a definite bactericidal action, but it would 
be difficult to imagine anything in the nature of a com- 
plete sterilization of an infected peritoneum taking 

lace, and both the clinical and experimental results 
indicate that nothing of the kind occurs. 

“The nature of the effusions produced by the —er 
of ether does not lend any support to the idea that an 
increase in the local leucocytosis is an important factor, 
since, as indicated above, the cells are always scanty. 
The various immune bodies which may be supposed to 
be present in the exudate are possibly more important, 
but it seems doubtful whether the ether would greatly 
increase the hyperaemia already present in an acutely 
inflamed serous membrane, or the amount of exudate in 
the serous sac. 

“Possib y a large proportion of the bacteria are directly 
killed by the ether and its vapour, possibly also organ- 
isms which have been modified but not killed are more 
easily destroyed by the tissues, and it should be noted 
that all the evidence seems to indicate that the toxicity 
of the ether to the body tissue is very slight. In this 
way the mass of infection would be tly reduced, and 
this is probably a point of no small importance. ese 
factors, combined possibly with some stimulant action, 
would in many cases turn the balance in favour of the 
tissues and against the bacteria.” 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extract from London Gazette 
War Orrtce, WHITEHALL, Feb. 4. 
Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


To be tempor Lieuts. :— 
W, A. Shearer. Dated Jan. 


mrs. with the hon. rank of Lieut. :— 
llingwood. Dated Feb. 5. 
Feb. 6. 


To be temporary poste Dave. with hon. rank of Lieut. :— 
C. M. Taylor, T. E. Kelly. Dated Feb. 7. 
Temporary Qmr. and hon. Lieut. E. Boran relin- 

— hiscomm. Dated Jan. 16. ‘ee 
eb. 9. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Dated Feb. 10. 


To be tem rary 
J. C. 


Force. 
J. Martin to be Lieut. 


The A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 


Dear Sir 
I shall key grateful if Mo will 
lists. I fee tly —_— 
ADELAIDE M. Moore. 


Cartington, Farnborough, Feb. 8. 


Amount to Jan. 30 
T. G. Heatley, Esq 
po Mrs. Sm Falmouth— 
Children’s Play, Messrs. Michell 
rge Maya 2nd donation 
Tedbar Hopkin, Esq. 
ley, Esq 
acCormack, Esq. 
ie Mayall, Esq. 
per Mr. George Mayall— 
W. Dale, Esq. Yond donation) 
FR. Stanley, Esq 
. T. Stanley, 
Mrs. Fowler 
Mrs. Kay Lees 
Per Mrs. Mettam to Feb. 2 
Chas. Allen, Dublin 
J.8. McCann, Tullamore 
£502 


Total of the Fund 


Garments and Gifts received since 
List published January 20th. 


Mrs. Banham : Com mitts, cuffs, ete. 
Mrs. Thomson : ki shirts, 3 vests 
e Misses Foreman : Mufflers, mittens 
Mrs. Shelton Jones: Mufflers 
Mrs. Howard : Scarf. 
Mrs. Golding: Mufflers, mittens, handkerchiefs 
Miss Carless: Mittens 
Mrs. 8. H. Creagh : va, mittens, mufflers, socks 
Mrs. Fearnside: 3 parcels 
Mrs. Holt: Horse comforts. 
Mrs. Burke Sav. om? Socks, scarf, cuffs, mittens 
St. Rollox noe sod Women’s Unionist Association : 
Socks, mufflers, helmets, body belts, mittens 


ublish the enclosed 
1 who have been so 


£474 7 0 
1 


— 


” 


” ” 


coooe 


oooos 


Mrs. Hibbard: Mufflers, cuffs 
illiam Moore: M 


(4th h paroal): Mufilers, mittens, 
Mrs. 


erchiefs, socks, etc. 
body belts, cuffs 
Miss i Shirts, socks, cuffs, mittens, scarves 


Miss Bostock (ard parca) 
Mrs. Dalgleish : Helmets, socks 
Miss Curtis: Muffler and mittens 
Mrs. Bolton—The Ladies Working Party, The Man- 
sion, Bromley: Mufflers, mittens, helmets, socks 
Mrs. Townson : hirta, socks, helmets, muffle rs 
Mrs. Thornton: Mufflers, socks. etc. 
r Dr. Charnock Bradley— 
e Misses Robinson and Birdwell Patriotic Sewing 
Meeting: Shirts, gos helmets, belts, socks 
Lieut. Martin: Mufflers, helmet, mittens, 
house-wife, cigarettes 
Mrs. Jeffries: Muffler, mittens 
Mrs. Quinlan—St. Albans Working Party: Shirts 
Miss Harper: Further parcels 
Mrs. Chichester: Riding trousers, vests, etc. 
Mrs. Jack Willett : books, papers 
Mr. Charles Trigger: Vests, pants, mittens 
Mrs. Hutchinson: Socks, papers, etc. 
Mrs. Scott : Helmets, mittens, cuffs, scarves 
Mrs. Awde: N ete. 
Mrs. Simpson : 
Mrs. Garnett : belts, mittens, 


socks 
William Stevens, Esq.: Seven boxes Indian com- 
forts, four for a Troops 


Charles Sheather, Papers, books, etc. 
Mrs. Thurston: socks, mittens 


Mrs. Short : Secks, helmets, caps, etc. 


Per Mrs. Mettam, Feb. 2. 


Mrs. L. C. Maguire, Granard: 10 pairs socks, 3 
loves 


Lancashire V.M.S. 


A special meeting will be held at the Grand Hoteb 

Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Thursday, Feb. 18th, at 

To the circular from the 
ege eterinary Surgeons re veteri 

surgeons for the Army. All members of the professlil 

are invited to attend. 

. W. Brirriesank, Lieut. A.V.C., Hon. See. 


.- AID FOR A BELGIAN VS. 
Sir, 


You were kind enough to insert in The Ager 
Record of the 16th Jan last an appeal which 
desired to make on behalf of of a Belgian bey 
surgeon and his family, who are now refugees in this 
country. 

I shall again be obli 
receipt of 
subjoined statement. The total sum collected, viz. 
£24 9s. 6d., has been handed over to our Belgian col- 
league, who desired me to express his heart-felt thanks 
for the assistance rendered to him in his present unfor- 
tunate circumstances.— Yours fai’ 


if you will allow me to ac- 
subscriptions shown in the 


” M‘Fapvean, 


\ 


| 
i Po 10. Mrs. J. Buxton: Muffler, belt, cuffs 
A. 8S. Leese. Dated Jan. 11. 
G. H. Ward. Dated Jan. 12. 
: E. V. Hobbs. Dated Jan. 14. , 
ie B. M. R. West, J. Ll. Williams. Dated Jan. 15. 
Hi Dated Jan. 18. 
| Dated Jan. 21. 
q 
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Mr.G Banham, Cambridge 

Mr. J. H. Bennett, Romford 

Mr. J. Basil Buxton, London 

Mr. J. R. Carless. Shrewsbury 

Mrs. Fearnside, Ballachulish, Argyll 

Mr. F. W. Garnett, Windermere 

Mr. G. Gair, Conon-Bridge 

Mr. G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock 

Mr. J. F. Healy, Midleton, Co. Cork 

Mr. A. LeSueur, St. Helliers, Jersey 

Sir John M‘Fadyean, London 

Mr. J. Paton, Stevenage 

Mr. T.S. Price, London 

Mr. W. C. B. Revill, London 

Mr. J. F. Carmarthen 

Mr. C. W. B. Sikes, Warwick 

Mr. W. Shipley, Gt. Yarmouth 

Collected by Mrs. Shipley, Gt. Yarmouth 

Mr. J. N. Sinclair, Rhodesia 

eteri nspectors of Dublin = 

per Mr. Finlay-Kerr 

Captain A. C. Wilson, Berkhamsted 


oF 


oo 
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Sheep Dipping and Tuberculosis Orders. 


At the Council meeting of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of bose sg the reports of Committees were 
submitted, under the heading of Veterinary, the Ear] 
of Northbrook reported his election as Chairman of the 
year. . 

A letter had been received from the Board of Agri- 
culture, in reply to a communication from the Society 
on the subject of general compulsory sheep dipping 
orders. The Board pointed out that their action in 
suspending, by their order of August 6th (No. 9198), the 

tion of certain of their orders, under the Diseases 

Animals Acts, including those above mentioned, was 
taken with the object of relieving Local Authorities and 
their officers, particularly the police, of the labour in- 
volved in the enforcement of the Orders, in view of the 
fact that the services of those officers would probably 
be required for more urgent duties necessitated by the 
war. The operation of the various Orders dealing with 
actually ted or confirmed outbreaks of sheep scab 
on suspected premises or in suspected localities or areas 
had not been suspended. The question of reimposing 
the Papen compulsory dipping of sheep in Great Britain 
in the apring was a considered by the Board. 

Lord Northbrook, referring to the reply received from 
the Board of Agriculture to the Society's communi- 
cation as to the suspension of the arg wry Shee 
Dipping Orders, said that he understood that the Boa 

now decided to put those Orders into operation 


again on April Ist. 

Mr. Middleton added that he understood that the 
Tuberculosis Order would be put into operation again 
on October Ist. 


Veterinary Examination of Horses. 


At a meeting of the Directors of the Highland and 
Agricultural Seciety held on February 3rd, Dr. C. M. 
presiding, the committee appointed to report 

on the veterinary examination of horses suggested that 
a beginning be made by examining stallions of all ages 
and of all breeds, and that the fact that an animal’s 
name ap on the register of the Board of Agricul- 
ture for in lieu of the exam- 


current year be acce 
ination. thas all competitors 


in the stallion classes be examined prior to judging and 
that no unsound animal be allowed to compete. In was 
further suggested that it be remitted to that committee 
to prepare a panel of veterinary surgeons from which 
the veterinary inspectors each year should be chosen. 
The recommendations were approved. 


Alleged Starvation.— Dismissed. 


At Loddon Petty Sessions on Wednesday, 3rd inst., 
before Mr. N. H. Bacon (Chairman), Mr. W. Carr, the 
Rev. H. W. G. Thursby, and Mr. G. W. Cannell, Richard 
Crome, farmer, of 39 St. Philip’s Road, Norwich, and 
Richard Joshua Crome, his son, of Howe, were charged 
by Inspector Newnhaw, of the R.S.P.C.A., with causing 
unnecessary Suffering to a mare by omitting to provide 
the same with sufficient nourishing food between Jan. 
20th and 24th. Mr. W. E. Keefe, Norwich, appeared 
for the defendants. 

George Symonds, labourer, ef Howe, said his house 
adjoined the defendants’ farm premises. He knew the 
bay mare in question, and saw it last at work on the 
morning of January 20th. Its condition then was very 
poor, and it appeared to stagger as it walked. He had 
not seen the animal at work since that date. About 
2 a.m.on January 24th, ae Page called witness 
up, and they both went to the stable. The mare was 
lying on the floor, and appeared to be in great pain. 

ere was a little hay in the manger and a small quan- 
tity of bran in the corn bin. Sergeant Page gave the 
animal some of the hay, which it ate. There was hardly 
any bedding, and it was very wet. The younger de- 
fendant was present. All the food witness had known 
to £3 on the premises was one cwt. of bran. 

ward Howse, castrator, ef Brooke, said about 
11.15 p.m. on January 20th, the younger defendant 
called and told him that his mare was griped. Witness 
gave him a mixture, and the next day called and saw 
the animal in the stable. At the time he could not find 
the younger defendant. The animal was holding its leg 
up as if in pain. There was not much flesh on it, and it 
seemed as though it needed nourishment. The stable 
was in a very dirty condition. 

Sergeant , of Brooke, said on January 23rd, in 
consequence of a m from Inspector Newnham, he 
visited the defendants’ farm premises at Howe. He 
heard a horse groaning, and found a bay mare lying on 
the floor in a stable. It appeared to be in great pain, 
and its body was drawn up. The animal appeared to 
be in a very poor condition. In defendant's presence 
witness gave the animal some hay litter and some b 
which it ate ravenously. The next morning he found 
the animal had been shot. 

Inspector Thomas Newnham said on Jan 24th 
he visited the defendant’s premises at Howe. He Saw 
the carcase of the bay mare on a knacker’s cart. It 
appeared to be an aged animal, and was in very poor 
condition. The same day witness saw the senior de- 
fendant at Norwich, and told him what had happened, 
Norwich, said on January 25th, accompanied by In- 
spector Newnham, he visited Ketteringham’s slaughter- 
house, and there saw the carcase of a mare. Witness 
made a post-mortem examination. In his opinion the 
animal was about 14 years old. He could not find any 
signs of fat, and the carcase was very poor. All the 
organs amped to be pool and normal, and in his 
opinion the animal suffered from semi-starvation pre- 
vious to its being slaughtered. The litter produced was 
not fit food for a horse. 

Herbert Buckingham, m.k.c.v.s., of 19 Earlham 
and that no doubt the animal had suffered from want 
of foed and attentien. Defendant said his son had told 


him the animal was not well. He also said “the mare 
has had plenty of food, as I have bought it for her” 
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Witness asked him to show the receipts, but he said he 
had none. He said the mare belonged to his son. On 
the following day, with Sergeant he visited the 
premises at Howe, and there saw the junior defendant. 
In answer to witness he said he did not know anything 
was wrong with the animal until Sergt. Page called him 
on Sunday morning. After he had got the mare up, the 
man took it on to meadow. She fell down, and as 
they could not get vag te he told his man to shoot her. 
He admitted that he made a mistake in having the 
animal shot. Witness asked him if he called a veterinary 
in, and he said “ Yes; Low, of Norwich.” Witness said 
he would make enquiries. The defendant then said 
“That's a lie; he has not attended her. It is no use 
telling a lie, because you will find me out.” The de- 
fendant added “ What you saw in the stable was litter. 
The hay und other food was in the loft.” Witness asked 
to sec it, and afterwards defendant said he he had made 
a mistake about it. 

Mr. Keefe, in defence, said the witnesses for the 
prosecution had said very little about the real facts of 
the case, and much of the evidence was what someone 
else had said. For some time the witness Symonds had 


been in disagreement with the younger defendant about | d 


the tenancy of a house. Considering the present 
ices of feeding stuffs, the society might use a little 
iscretion in discriminating proper food for a horse. 
The senior hefendant had oothing to do with the case. 
The senior defendant said the farm at Howe was 
worked by his son. He had not been to the farm since 
December. It was no part of his duty to provide food 
for the animals. 
The junior defendant said the mare was his property. 


He was the tenant of the farm, and the house the wit- 


ness Symonds lived in was in his hire. Witness had 
requested Symonds to leave, and had threatened him 
with proceedings. On January 20th there was a quan- 
tity of whole maize and bran on the premises, and he 
a stack of hay. the — 
en ill it appeared to ering from colic. 
January aard~ witness and his man remained in the 
stable all night, and about seven o’clock the next morn- 
ing his man suggested that it would do the animal 
to poe on the a After 
out a short time it ap to be in pain, and he 
his man to take it back to the stable. The animal fell 
down, and was unable to get up again. He had seen 
the other mare kick it, and it must have been hurt in 
the body. He thought it best to have it shot. 
Harry P. Standley, m.R.c.v.s., of Norwich, said he 
went with the junior defendant to Mr. Ketteringham’s 
slaughter-house on January 25th. He made a post- 
mortem of the mare. It was in fair condition and was 
by ne means poor. There was a quantity of food in the 
stomach and in the intestines. There was fat on the 
back and around the kidneys. There were no signs that 
the animal had been starved, and he found no signs of 


isease. 

Frederick Goodrum, labourer, of Shotesham, said he 
worked for the younger defendant. _He had charge of 
the horses and they had all they liked to eat. The 
mare was fed just the same as the other one. She took 
the food all right. ; 

The Chairman, after consultation, said there was no 
doubt the case was a proper one for investigation. The 
evidence, however, ly justified a conviction for 
cruelty, and the case would be dismissed.—Zastern 
Daily Press. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


Parasitic 
Mange. 


Swine Fever. 


Period. . | Out- 
reaks 


(a 


Out- | Ani- 


mals. Out- 


breaks 
(a) 


Ani- 
mals. 


Gr. 
Week ended Feb. 6 


Corresponding 


1914 
week in 


1913 
Total for 6 weeks, 1915 


127 
84 


1914 
1913 


1912 
period in | 1912 174 


522 
512 
290 


1035 
1180 
228% 


68 
61 
38 
67 
476 
298 
213 
368 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 has been suspended as from 6th August, 1914. 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. + Counties affected, animals attacked: London 1, Middlesex 1. 
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IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 6 


Total for 6 weeks, 1915 


1914 ... 
1913 ... 
1912 


2 
Corresponding period in | one 


143 


28 
ove 114 152 


324 15 164 


Agriculture and 
for the Current Year are approximate 


Nors.—"The figures 


Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), 
only As Disoused 


Dublin, Feb. 8, 1915 
or Exposed to Infection 


\ 4 


4 
| 
| on 
Ont- | A ni- Out- | Ani- Sheep} 
| bre 
|| 
a7 | 29 2 13 280 
19 | 2 8] 190 669 
| 18 | 18 6 71 90! 170 358 
4 4} 246 1123 
s| 7 | 92 2067 
H 34 34 2551 
Cor 21| 177 68 2638 
16| 35 91 4386 
Outbrea! 
1914 ... 1 30 5 34 
Corresponding Week in 1913 ... ni 25 4 28 
1912 ... 14 2 10 


